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Organic Management Plan – Apiary Production
Operator (Business) Name:   ________________________________________
	Version of Organic Management Plan?
	Initial / Renewal

	If a renewal plan, AsureQuality Registration Number is:
	


	Which type of the apiculture certification below do you require?

	AsureQuality (Domestic & unregulated markets)
	Yes / No

	NZFSA (Equivalence EU Regulations ) - EU
	Yes / No

	USDA NOP (United States Dept Ag National Organic Prog.) - USA
	Yes / No

	COR (Canada Organic Regime) - Canada
	Yes / No


The AsureQuality Organic Certification Standards (AQ Std) are available on our website www.organiccertification.co.nz 
The NZFSA Technical Rules for the Official Organics Assurance Programme for exported product is available from http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/organic/documents/index.htm
If including compliance to the Canadian Std (COR) this is available from http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/cgsb/on_the_net/organic/index-e.html
If including compliance to the United States Department of Agriculture National Organic Standard (USDA NOP) (Part 205- National Organic program) this is available from a link on the AsureQuality website. Go to www.organiccertification.co.nz and click on the USDA NOP link on the home page.
At the time of issue of this template the USDA NOP does not include a specific apiculture standard. Compliance is to general livestock standards including requirement for organic/wild forage.
Please note at the time of issue JAS does not have an organic standard for honey or bee products. Honey products exported to Japan are therefore certified to private label certification not JAS certification

Please complete each of the following sections. You do not have to follow this template if you have your own preferred layout but you must provide all the details specified in the template. 

Where there are Yes / No questions, please delete Yes or No as appropriate.

SECTION 1 – GENERAL







1. Background and Development/Aims for the property

	1.1 Is your farm:

	100% organic
	Yes / No
	A split operation (both organic & conventional production)
	Yes / No

	Does it have exclusion zones (such as house site)?
	Yes / No
	

	1.2 Please provide a map listing the location of hives. The nectar and pollen sources within a 3km radius of the apiary site must consist essentially of organically produced crops and/or spontaneous vegetation. Please outline what is in this 3km area. 

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.11 and 5.9.12 EC: 834/2007 /Art. 13 NZFSA 7.4.1

	

	1.3 For the UKSA the following requirements need to be met:

	1.3.1a Does the honey come from hives which are far enough away from potential sources of contamination (such as urban centres, motorways, industrial areas, waste dumps, and waste incinerators) to prevent contamination? 

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.12
	Yes / No

	

	1.3.1b And does the honey:

	Come from hives surrounded by 4 miles of land that is primarily organic? 
	Yes/No/NA

/Unknown

	Managed under recognized low input schemes?
	Yes/No/NA

/Unknown

	Has not been treated with prohibited products for at least 3 years?
	Yes/No/NA

/Unknown

	Or Has each batch of honey been tested to verify it is free from pesticide contamination? 

(AsureQuality to obtain samples for multi residue testing)

(Composite samples for up to 50T of a floral type is permitted)
	Yes / No

	

	1.4 How do you ensure that buffers are maintained where sources or zones of prohibited substances and flower bearing agricultural crops are treated with substance not permitted for organic production?

	

	1.5 Please outline your plan to convert the Apiary to organic production. You must specify the timeframe to bring the enterprise into complete transition.
Ref: AQ 5.9.4, NZFSA 7.2.1

	

	When did the conversion to organics start?

	

	New applicants: What was the date of the use of the last prohibited substance?

Please supply an Apiary Affidavit form to substantiate this.

	

	1.6 Give details of any consultants (if any) used to advise you with your production.

	

	1.7 What are your aims and objectives for your bees in terms of organic production

	


SECTION 2 – Production Management


2. Feed
	2.1 Please outline your feeding policy during the production season and winter. 

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.13-5.9.18, COR 7.1.10.3, EC: 834/2007 Art.19, NZFSA 7.5


	

	2.3 Please detail the queen replacement programme and any supplementary feeding used for queen rearing.
Ref: NZFSA Tech Rules 7.5.3

	

	NB If you need to feed sugar you must apply for a dispensation stating what clauses of the standard you are seeking a dispensation from with justifications and if due to adverse weather conditions, the details of these weather conditions.

It is available from http://www.organiccertification.co.nz/forms/permission-request-forms.cfm


3. Disease Prevention and Veterinary Treatments
	3.1 Please outline what the main disease problems are and how they are controlled.

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.20 – 5.9.26, COR 7.1.14, EC: 834/2007 Art.25, NZFSA 7.6.1
List product names in section 5 

	

	3.2 Please outline what the main pest problems are and how they are controlled.

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.20 – 5.9.26, COR 7.1.14, EC: 834/2007 Art.25, NZFSA 7.6.1

List product names in section 5 

	


4. Husbandry Management Practices and Identification
	4.1 Please outline your husbandry management practices. 

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.27 – 5.9.42, EC: 834/2007 Art.18.3, COR:32.310-2006-7.1-7.1.6, NZFSA 7.7

	

	4.2 How is renovation of apiaries maintained?

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.10, COR:32.310-2006-7.1.8, NZFSA 7.3.5

	

	4.3 How will the hives be identified?

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.32, COR 7.1.11.1 

NB Any conventional hives must be permanently distinguishable from the organic unit hives.

	

	4.4 If you have any non-organic hives please detail the procedures used to keep organic and non organic hives and materials (supers, frames, wax,) segregated and identified at all stages of production management.

NB IFOAM does not allow parallel production of bees unless they are of a different species

	


  5 Materials Used for Hives

	5.1 Please outline what materials will be used for constructing hives.

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.35, COR 7.1.12.1, EC:834/2007 Art.13.3, NZFSA 7.8.1

	

	5.2 Please outline where your beeswax will come from for new foundations.

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.37, EC: 834/2007 Art.44, NZFSA 7.8.3

	

	5.3 How will hives, frames and combs be protected from pests?

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.39 – 5.9.41, EC: 834/2007 Art25, COR:32/301-2006-7.1.14, NZFSA 7.8.5

	


6. Cleaning and Disinfecting Materials

	6.1 How will buildings, materials, equipment and utensils be cleaned and disinfected?
Ref: AQ Std 6.6, COR 7.1.15.7, EC: 834/2007 Art.25, NZFSA 7.8.7

	


7. Processes
	PLEASE NOTE:  Harvesting and Processing – if extraction/processing is carried out by another certified operator or uncertified sub-contractor, they will need to complete this section.

For any uncertified sub-contractors an audit of their premises is required at an hourly charge and a sub-contractor agreement form needs to be completed.

	7.1 Outline harvest procedures – Who is responsible for extracting/processing honey?

What equipment is used (type; ownership, mixed use or dedicated organic; equipment sanitation and clean-out)

Ref: AQ Std 6.1, COR:32.310-2006- 7.1.15, EC:834/2007 Art.26, NZFSA 7.7.7

	

	7.2 Outline post harvest handling procedures, equipment, packing materials, methods to segregate organic from non- organic bee products and identification system.

Is pasteurisation carried out? 

Ref: AQ Std 6.1, COR 7.1.15.4, EC:834/2007-Art.26

	

	7.3  UKSA Only:

	Has the honey been pasteurised?

this includes:

· Honey liquefied with temperatures over 60(C

· Honey held at liquefying with temperatures at 60(C for over 6 hrs

· Honey held at liquefying with temps over 50(C for more than 8 hrs
	Yes/No/NA

/Unknown

	

	7.4 Identify organic storage units on site and off site. Cleaning of storage facilities, methods, and products used. What inventory system will be used?

Ref: AQ Std 6.6 , COR:32.310-2006- 7.1.15.7, EC: 834/2007 Art.35.4

	

	7.5 Outline pest management in the storage areas.

Ref: AQ Std 6.4 , COR:32.310-2006- 7.1.14.2

	


SECTION 3 
8. Transportation

	8.1 Outline who will transport the products. How will the organic product be protected from contamination during transport?

Ref: AQ Std 6.1.2

	


9. Marketing

	9.1 Please outline who will be purchasing your product. What type of packaging will be used?

What organic label will you use on the products/packages? 


Ref: AQ Std 6.5 

	

	9.2 Estimate your projected production for the next season.

Ref: AQ Std 5.9.3

Enter production projection into “Section 6 – Annual Summary of Organic Yield & Sales”

	


10.  Audit Trail

	10.1 Some or all of the following documents will need to be available for the; purchase invoices, pest and disease monitoring reports; equipment clean out log; accounts showing purchases and sales; artificial feeding records; veterinary treatments.

Ref: AQ Std 9.1.4, NZFSA 7.6.7

	

	10.2 Outline how the product will be able to be tracked from hives; harvesting; storage; shipment; to sale? 

	


11. Contingencies

	11.1 Detail how non-conforming product will be controlled.

	

	11.2 Detail contingency plans if deviations from this documented plan are necessary.

	

	11.3 Detail how this plan will be reviewed and how this will be documented for audit purposes  (min. annual review)

Ref: NZFSA OP3 Appendix 1

	


Section 4 – Records & Procedures
12. Apiary Audit Trail & Records
	12.1 How will hives be given emergency treatment be segregated to a quarantine apiary and identified if the input is prohibited under one or more of the applicable standards?

	

	12.2 Describe the internal record-keeping system from receipt of bees/inputs to sale of bees/honey products.
Ref: AQ Std 9.4.7-8, NZFSA Tech Rules 9.2.4
(Include: hive register – hive numbers, and hive movements on and off the apiary sites, bee treatment records, super collection/harvest date, type and amount of organic or in-conversion)

	Manual  
	Yes / No
	Electronic
	Yes / No

	

	12.3 Describe how records are archived (min. 5yrs). (Electronic/paper-based)

	


13. Contingencies                                                                             Ref: NZFSA OP3 appendix 1

	13.1 Detail how non-conforming hives and/or bee products will be controlled (e.g. following emergency treatment or from external contamination)

	

	13.2 Detail contingency plans if deviations from this documented plan are necessary. 

	

	13.3 Detail how this plan will be reviewed and how this will be documented for audit purposes (min. annual review) 

	


Section 5 – Management Inputs

14. Inputs 

To help in planning ahead If any of the inputs you have summarised above to use over the next year fit into the category of “Restricted Certified’ or Restricted Uncertified” as per the “Input Product Decision Tree” enclosed and as categorised in Table 10 (Available on our Website www.organiccertification.co.nz Input Products/Table 10). Then permission will need to be sought prior to each use of the product despite having already written them into this plan. Permission should be requested on an “Input Approval Form”, available www.organiccertification.co.nz Forms/Permission Request Forms.

Please list below only, all “Allowed Certified” and “Allowed Uncertified”, Input Products that you use on a routine basis that at some stage in the past you have already received permission to use.  Please refer to the “Input Product Decision Tree” if unsure how to categorise an input.  Once listed correctly here no further permission prior to use will be required.

Certified Allowed Inputs

	Input Type
	Full Brand & Product Name
	Details of Product Certification
	For Use Where & Conditions
	For Use When & Amounts

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Uncertified Allowed Inputs
	Input Type
	Full Brand & Product Name
	For Use Where
	Conditions of Use
(From Original Approval)
	When & amounts

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Please list below, all “Restricted Certified” and “Restricted Uncertified”. These are inputs which are “allowed under restrictions” and operators must seek written permission to use them. These restricted inputs may only be used if there are not alternative practices or inputs. You must send in a “input approval form” for each of these so that we can communicate the conditions for use to you.  

Ref: AsureQuality Section 10
Certified Restricted Inputs

	Input Type  (e.g. fungicide, insecticide, soil amendment)
	Full Brand & Product Name
	Details of Product Certification
	For Use Where & Conditions
	For Use When & Amounts

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Uncertified Restricted Inputs
	Input Type  (e.g. fungicide, insecticide, soil amendment)
	Full Brand & Product Name
	For Use Where
	Conditions of Use

	When & amounts

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Section 6 – Annual Summary of Organic Yield & Sales
1. Past Production: The following organic honey/bee products (kgs) have been produced from _________(date) to ________ (date)
	 Bee Products
	# of Units
	Actual Yield
	Amount Sold
	Amount Left to Sell
	Remaining Product Storage ID#

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Ref: NZFSA Tech Rules 9.1.5.
2. Future Production: The following organic honey/bee products (kgs) are estimated to be produced from _________(date) to ________ (date)
	Bee Product
	Kg

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Section 7 – Affirmation

I affirm that all statements made in this management plan are true and correct. I understand that the operation may be subject to unannounced inspection and/or sampling for residues at any time as deemed appropriate to ensure compliance. I will inform AsureQuality if any issues arise which may affect the organic status of my land or organic products. I will declare any vet treatments used before the sale of organic products.

Applicants Signature: 
…………………………………………………Date of OMP review: ……………..

The date for the next annual review of this document is: …………………………
Please send the completed OMP to:

Email:  CertificationServices@AsureQuality.com
Or Post to:

Organic Certification

AsureQuality Limited

Private Bag 14946

Panmure 1741
Section 8 – Confirmation for UKSA only
I confirm that residue tests are required for each floral type if honey is sold by floral type.
Each test can cover up to 50 tonnes of floral type.

The charges for this are over and above the normal annual certification fee.

Applicants Signature: 
…………………………………………………Date: ……………..

Apiary OMP V8 May 2010
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